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res; 15 THEREFORE How wo conDitnation eos 
10 THEM WHICH ARE. iR CHRIST. JESUS.— 55 3 
„ pd OE. ro17 re 12 50 


„ 18 Chapter comatid x a magazine ok 8 
be "ri privileges, and a, ſummary 

an ' Chriſtians cannot wiſh to =: 2 
an. to be, and to do, what is e 


Chriſti duty. 
here enjo ined; nor more happy, 
ſels t is hefe promiſed. 


* 


than to p pof- 


matter; for variety of eva | 
admirable ſupport and comfort I Tn 

tis chapter is not inferior to 445 5 I Þ. 
writ. Here, the the law's Table be | 
and fave, the incarnation. and 5 = 
our glorious Redeemer, the, Spi rit's 2 agency in 1 

delivering from the dotninion of fin, the be- | | 
liever's union with Chriſt and freedom from . 3 
condemnation, are clearly ſet forth“ There : 
is a Vein of heavenly comfort running through — cM [ 

5 the whole of it. With this it begins, and 353 

| with this it ends; it begins with no con- 3 1 
demnation to believers ; it ends with no ſe- 
paration from the ors of God. 


3 2 
©, 0 4 3 NOT 
This chapter may be divided into ; it 
parts. The firſt contains powerful ſupport 
for ſuch as groan under the burden of in- 
_ dwelling ſin. The ſecqnd contains Fonſolation 
under ufferings. The third, deſcribes the 
chriſtian's victory and triumph over all his 
enemies. 
After the ſad conflict, the apoſtle had wot Y 
deſcribing in the proceedlirig chapter, which 
he had, and all believers have, while here, 
in this chapter he aſſerts a moſt comfortable 
truth, and thereby removes a great r 
which might trouble the people of God 
who found themſelves almoſt erwictiied'* Dy 
corruption. They might be ready to ſay, 
alas! what ſhall become of us, ſeeing we 
thus beſet by corruption? doth. not ey ſin 
deſerve God 8 wrath. and curſe, and render us 
obnoxious to condenina ion, ? how ther fall x we 
eſcape this dreadful curſe? To theſe queſtions, 
the apoſtle anſwers; $. that, although corrup- 
tion was ſtrong in them, daily moleſting them, 
as it did him, (who Was an eminent and ex eri- 
enced chriſtian,) yet they were ſafe enough from 
condemnation, for the condemnatory ; entence 
of the law thall not paſs againſt any who are 
in Chriſt Jeſus. There ig no condemnation to 
them who, are in Chriſt.' This conſolatory truth 
he inferreth by way of concluſion, natively ari- 
fn ag From from what he had laid down in the pre- 
c CRANE \ Vie that Chriſt wouid deliver 
him fr of death. There he gets 
his en on Lord as one at hand to deliver 


him. And ſeeing that e ſhould not 
| _ wholly overwhelm him through Chriſt, fo 


neither thould this evil thing bring down the 
- wrath 


4 So _ 
. . * 
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Ine” "as. war 2 2 the 
his on par- 


aſe 9 1 Party 
; belioyers,” ee 


44 * 93144 
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| mean 0 oy 11 10 
dF. A oli r 7 
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41 3,4.; 4 } + s no 
n, n’ wo SLAG ro them Ep 
if hat 4 faith firengthening and heart 


| « | als at the. very firſt. No ſooner dorh the-apol- 

ſet out, but e he i is in the great 
E hs. of the Grace of, God, and N 5 Wy 

I t 


elievers. It is very obſervable; how 


=S 


caſe is now altered with the 9770 N It we view - 


him in. the U ae 75 ha det, we will find. 
7 1 h ate pad, 5 5 Cour. 5 8 2 4555 
ot ſin, ma many do orous- omplaints a 

5 himſelf, that be Was e carnal, fold under fa, 


and c that in his ** Awelt! no Bed ke | 


God. upon him; Chriſt would deli- ; 


ate 4.7 
 conhideration is chls? Hefe are cor. 


- * tone 4s 2. * . - 


Crooks © $inGen 


4 


PIE” 4 
- 


» * —_ ** 4 ” Fe * IR 
. CET — — —— — — ee 
5 = - — 
4 d p 
a 


- through Chriſt: *—Afrer th 085 dark night, the 0 ; 


quent words,—** they wall not after the Neſti bn 
after the jþ it” This clauſe doth immiediateix 
refer to las perſons who are in Chtiſt, and is 5 


c 6 ) . 
aa 4. A . 15 would, "he. did i A 
1 5 the 8 at be aan 84 that he 525 | 


/ t was I now I Exod u bis own 
—— nom fixed upon Tee an 


Tree 


dawns, „Wben the true penitent has been n 
d and caſt, down, then comes litting up P; 
eaping in joy Comes after a ſowing in in tears, 
1 heal whom be thus wounds, 101 


” Be. heal ; broken in Beart, oo Vindeth; up 


2 5 Hal. cxlyil. ee ee 21295 
. In the words we have the, ! ſujet ts of g 
rivilege namely, rein, Nong Jefus; 
5 „ theſe only, ale - the perſons « to whom 
this great.and unſpeakable” privile e bag 75 
and 5 are 355 deſeribed, firſt, 1 
union With Chriſt in reference to den ate, 
they are ncht as are in Chriſt Jeſus;” and 
ſecondly, by their qualification, : and property, 
in reference to their conduck, as in the ſubfe- 


my only deſeriptive of them. 

n the words we have the particle now.” 
N differ in their ſentiments about it. 
Some will have it, to have a reference to the 
25 eſent life, and ſo the meaning is this, —That 

levers are now ſecure condemnation, 
| Oy when * ſhall be Oy e 


, N 
*% - > SS k * by 7 
” * 4 
5 — 


＋ 
— 


when the go 5 oſpel I digpenſarion. has taken place, 


(55 )- 


m the heavenly” bleſſedneſs, but even here 


while they are in the way to that bleſſedneſa, 
even though there. i is ſin remaining in them. 


Noz there is no condemnation to, them.” 
Others apply it to the time of the goſpel, now, 


that is, ſay they, when Chriſt is come; and 


and goſpe grace is advanced, —** n there is 
no condemnation.” But this ſenſe: muſt be un · 


derftood with ſome limitation, or elſe it may be. 


the occaſion. of a dangerous error. What? is 


there no condemnation in the time of the goſ- 
pel? Ves, ſurely there is; yea, the ſoreſt con- 


demnation; no condemnation like to goſpel 
condemnation. It is double condemns 
will be more ee for Sodom and Gomor- 

rah in the day of judgment, than for the diſ- 
piſers of the PF ere ms and thoſe who. reject 
Chriſt.— Hence, ſays the apoſtle, bow ball we 
rape if wwe neglecſ ſo great ſalvation q Jeb it .3. 
Again, was ther no exemption from con- 
demnation till the time of the goſpel ?. Doth 
_ the apoſtle,” by by this pe 
lege to thoſe only who lived under the goſpel? 
God fprbid. Believers under the Old Teſta- 
ment diſpenſation, were juſtified - and ſaved as 


well as believers under the goſpel. But the 


moſt of commentators are of opinion that this 
z0w is à cauſal particle, and is as much as to 


fay,—Since theſe things are ſo, that the apoſtle 3 


hath been diſcourſing about in the precedi 
chapter, there is now no condemnation. - 


is the very foundation upon which all is 


built. The therefore, in the text, points te 
this e ee all its ee me . 
"I 


ation, It 


rricle, limit this privi- 


Pg | a Pa 8 ) ha | 
Z „ words themſelves are a complete pro- 


tion, viz. T hat. there is £10, condempnatieg 5 
ou who, ate in Chrift Jeſus.” FFF . n 
. In diſcourſing on this ſubject, we. tall 5 
0 8 : Se divine aſſiſtance, in the Fi int Y a. 
NNE make a few preliminary obſervations. ., 

[ 3 ;—Deſcribe the nature of pe 
ge here cnt" viz. freedom From. 8 8 
N r 


5 
j : ment 8 77 0-7 er 1 
be fieſt ching in t e page was 6 make 4 
i | few preli Dinar obſervations., t AA in 
Hp wy Zhen we: obſerve, that tha apoſtle dgth : 
1 not ſay; there is non affliction, or. no COT», 
| oe th; them who are in Chriſt, but here 
I 10 condemnation 0 -& Ny. A 1 0 - \ 
L I —84 be Ne e and another thi to. 
ꝙ condemned: the Lord, may and will, aflict 
4 huis people, Jt) he will- never, 775 emn. 
1 . Indeed the Lord ajllicts them, 
| that he may not condemn. them 


1 1 Con x 32. 0. But. when gore jd per | 
| chaftencd of ib Lord, 8 we Spurl 20 57 
denied; With. thevorld.” The Lord is 0 graciz, 
ous that he will nat, condemn his people, 

yet ſo Wiles boly. and faithful, that he will a 
flit chem: our intereſt in Chriſt ſecures us 
from eternal, though not from temporal evils, 


433 God cannot condemn, and yet love; but he gan 
; chaften and yet love; nay; becanſe he loves, he, ADL 
0 cChaſtens. . As many as I lot Irebuke and cbaſtau. 4 
# 30 (ws the Lord beau, he 8 and [courgeth, 
. 55 wh N 
. 
1 5 


CS» 5 
' ſon t0hom he feceiveth. ou only have I 


known of all the families" of the earth; Therafove 


ities? 


will I puniſp you,” becauſe of your"'Mig 


Amos iii. 2. 8 may pardon and yet cha. 


tiſe. Temporal 1 16 very” conſiſtent 


with p Ar merey. Pſul. xcix. 8. f hol. 


Ferrell them, O Lord our God; thow was | @ God 
that forgapeſt them, thou 72 thow' tookeft ven rear 
. oP As inventions” The Lord had put aw 

David's ſin, yet he mall ſmart for it. "His fob 


mall live; but his child ſhall die as 2 chaſtife- 
ment for his ſin. 2 Sam. xil. 13. S0 that the 


Lord may and will correct his people for the 
. ſins and provocations they are chargeable 


| with againſt him, bur he Hever rag ma; are] 
2. We obſerve, that the apoſtle doch not Gay; Ef 


155 * is no matter of condemnation in them 
who are in Chriſt. He only ſays, there is no 
condemnation to ſuch” There is a vaſt .differ- 


ence between what is deſerved, and what is actu- 


ally infflicted. Eventhe very beſt of the Lord's 
people have enough in them that deſerves eter- 


255 condemnation; and if the Lord ſhould 

758 againſt them according to their deſer- 
ing, it would be condemnation over and over. 

Wherever fin is, there is matter of oondemna- 


tion; and aus it is with the moſt holy men 
in the preſent life. © There is no man that liveth 
and finneth not, in many things zwe offend all,” ſays 
the apoſtle James. , we ſay, wwe have no fn 
Toe deceive ou fend and the truth" is not in us, 

fays the apoſtle John. Beſides the fins which 
break forth in external acts, of Which the beſt 
are more or leſs guilty, there is in all men a de- 
Jarved nature, which . in their ſinful pro- 


Penſities. | 


PA 
_— 


rigour- of his juſtice, and the purity; of his 
law? Surely there is. Theſe. evil thoughts 


15 10 5 


Pasten Now. is * e ee of ng; 
demnation. in theſe, if the Lord ſhould enter 


t, and proceed according to the 


and-finful defires, with which the beſt of men 


are diſtreſſed are not mere. infirmities attend- 


ing this preſent ſtate of imperfection; ; but 


are real iniquities. This the apoſtle declares, 
Rom. vii. J. bas ſhall we ſa ay then, is tbe 
5 — fin? - nay; I had ndtghnown fin, but by the 


law ; far. 1 had not known tft except the law had 
faia, thou ſhalt not covet.” 


5 0h Gre, oe :e e 


tion only from which ſuch as are in Chriſt 
Jeſus are exempted. The univerſal negative, 


*< #0 condemnation, reaches no further than the 


condemnatory ſentence of the great God. As 


to this, all who are in Chriſt are ſafe. But 
there are other condemnations to which they 


are expoſed. Men condemn them. We 
mean the witked,, who are (and always have 


been) condemners of the righteous. The ſaints, 


as aſſeſſors with Chriſt, ſhall judge the world 
hereafter; and the world will be judging 
the ſaints here. Saints condemn ſinners by 


their holy converſation ; as it is ſaid of Noah; 


he prepared an ark, by which he condemned 
the world... On the other hand, what is more 


common than for the people of God to have 
their perſons and ſtrict walking condemned 
dy a wicked and malicious — 5 Theit 


character is, they are hypocrites, factious, 


ſeditious, prbud , ſelfiſh, and what not. omg 
times their condemnation of them, riſes ſo high, 


18 to the taking away 125 cheir very lives, as 
in 


— 
< — 


44 — "> | 


"cond; A "Him 1 9 Fog 'is 155 . 
a thoug] u man <c6 mn, yet Jod wi 
not. 4 155 Wil not ſuffer CT | ple always 


to his {vader the world's ee N; 
15 will dear. vp, "their 1 5 % the” 
tip bt of the noon day.” * Conſcience | ſomerimes | 
alſo ens iKd Who ate in Chiift.: One 
ry of the "office of conſcience is, to aft 3s 2 


patig ference the ſoul; and therefore | 5 f 


Ck Will be 
ſentence, With refpett t6* men's fate” 


i and its ſentenee is 5 in 4 cn. 


demnatory way. 80 it is een with th 6 Lord's, 
| own people upon the commiſſion of il. How 
ny. is A to condemn = . 


ohh 3 11 q 


bim * cond 1 ; 
teous perſon in the world, b RA, he 1 
either TY or would, pronounce. 2 e ſen 
enge 0 e "He is condemned 


* 


4 


art Te 


ac Ra 8 wr 


97 beji lieve Fee 


r.h elf order to diſco 
belm N alt As if he — 


he, i FA altogether ſet upon cop. 


thers, eſpecially whe 
riſt Jeſus, how . 


4 ch Id. of 'God ?: no; thou t 
Fe. e e ing for 


falvation? ? 


22 


2 * 


8 EN ſhall. be thy W Pong 


18 our tranſlati ion 1 — condemnation, 


_ 3s their ſafety in their 8 fate, . | 
o much as one 72 

An rhoſe days, and in that time, ſaith the 4571 the 

: 9 of 1ſrael ſhall i be 22 for, 173 ere ſhall 


bit Chriſt he is Juſti A o there is 
thing to be 2 BE a m. This te 


5 a th encour 
7 For „ makes . 

| bighly . . pere. i. 1 

one e to tl em who are in hi 


at, doſt thou 2 pretend. to grace? 1 ere is 


; n true grace in thee. . Thou art an H. derite, 
| 3 caſtaway, —ane. that. 


muſt periſh, . d 


; 15 us you bog We 17 — . of our 
 Kilvation „ when he meets 
 awlited 9 Shot foul... F 


4, We obſcrye, that although it is 7 50 | 


Ws nal i it may be read not one Fo 
is the grace of God to believers, 


is no. condemnation, not n 


demnation to be paſſed a 


none; and the fi fins of 


owe none; and me InS Of Judas, GRa 1126 not 
be found : for Twill pardon them 7 8 5 reſerve.” 


eſe words may have an alluſion to a mer - 


Chant who turns over all his bonds Bn bn ar: 
ches ihto all his debt books, t | 
find one 5585 due to him, N h or ab lack 3 
E upon the moſt narrow e, be 

Cannot ſ . as find one. | 
the juſtified perſon. . I be 


uſt, {0.4 it is wit 


enough of guilt in him, as as he. 


Jeſus, .. 23:2 6 1 
1 We obſerys, Har the as caks 8 
finitely with re © Op to the ** There 


— 


ever. hs 


e 8 . 5 IT, 
bs, » now ndemnation to 
which are i. Cut Je eus. . The apoſtle 998 „ 
not confine or limit this freedom from condein- 3 
nation to himſelf. He doth not ſay t there is no 
"condemnation to me; but extends it to All who | 
have an intereft in Chriſt : and herein he evi- 
| denceth great wiſdom, . for had he ſpoken webe 5 
1 fingular number (to me) n poor, weak 
_ chriſtians, might have been afraid to have ap- 
| plied this great and unſpeakable privile 6 to'. * 
themſelves. T hey might have been ready to 
15 object: *and by ah, happy Paul! thou art 
ſtrong in faith, eminent in grace, therefore 
thou E treft well | ſay, there is no condemnation - 
to thee; but ir is not ſo with us, we are but 
| low. ſhrubs, mere dwarfs in grace; it is not for 
: * ro By hold upon ſuch an ineſtimable bleſ- 
| ow, in order to obviate this objecti 
— apoſtle fays, I tell you there is no condem- 
nation to any who are in Chriſt, let them be 
who they will. This privilege belongs to all 
ſuch, to you as well as to me. True it is, Tam 
an apoſtle; Jou are not ſo; but then I am a be- 
lever, and fo are you; I may have more grace 
than you, but yet you are in Chriſt as well as I, 
and the union being common, the falvation is 
common too. Beſides, it is che ſame right- 
eouſneſs to all, and upon all that believe.“ 
It is the ſame kind of faith in the 1 2 55 As 
in the loweſt believer,. to them who aye ob- 
tained like precious faith with us. It is the 
fame head and the fame union with this head in 
all, and therefore, it muſt | be the fame frebdloin 3 
from-condemnarion. * s 
Theſe Sas being v ages. , we now 
Proceed't to th ws ; 06. 
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"of 7 text, Viz. 8 om Tom none 
tion, there! is 8 no oondemnation 
to t em which are in Chriſt Jeſus.“ 9 5 

The word condemnation, Ppt various be. 
cations in ſcripture, 

1. It ſometimes; bgaifies. that which, 4 
vates ones ſin, or puniſhment, or that ba 12 * 
the ground, or cauſe of condemnation, as in 
| 1 lit. 19. 4 this is the condemuation wa 
abi is come into the world, and men loved'dark- 
- neſs. rather than. Lebt, eren their ceeds Were 


> 8 It i is ſommetimes taken for the puniſhment 
: elf to which one is adjudged, or condemned: 
as in 1 Cor. xi. 32. But when we are 8 
we are chaſtened of the Lord that we 
not be condemned with the Wok So oe” 
3. It is ſometimes taken for a cen nfuring of | 
other men's perſons, purpoſes, - and actions, 
either rathly, unjuſtly, or uncharitably As in 
Luke. vi. 37. © Fudge not, and ye ſhall not be 
| * ' Condemn not, and ye ſhall not be condem- © 
a af 19 7 and ye ſhall be forgiven.” © 
4. It is ſometimes taken for a witneſſing a- 
gainſt, and 0 rer, of their wicked · 
neſs and faults, b « dog ood example, and con- 
duct of others; E Ninevites ſhall con- 
demn the obſtinate Jews, Mat. xii. 41. The 
men of Nineveh ſhall tiſe in Judgment with this 


| ” generation, and ſhall condemn it, becauſe they re- 0 


pented at the. p reaching of Jonas, and bei ol a. 


| 87 eater than ona is. Bere. 
5. And laſtly, the word condemnation, ria.” 


1 ad, POOL: len, ſignifies, 2 2 
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5 . Ute, Ik ie. a * word, 2 relati 8 
nat is in wife * men in &ourts of fat "Ia 
To condemn, is the ſentence of a judge 85. 
nouneing a puniſhment, or | way 0 to be vo 
fllicted upon the guilty perſon. Amon men, 
the malefactor, or guilty Perſon, is indicted, 
and his offence is proved, before the Judge 
pals fentetice againſt him, of declare him guil- | 
ty of that . which is laid' to his charge; and, 
erefore he muſt undergo the penale) that 
i denounced; if ir be capital, he muſt ie for 
it: fo it is here; the impenitent, unbelieving 
- Yinnef,/ is indicted at the bar of the great judge 
of the quick and dead, and he is found, Sully 
of the Trolation of the holy law ; and contefn 
of the glorious: goſpel, whereupon the 
| nces him to be guilty and upon that 
Suit, adj hudges' Him to Serlating death, — 
This is God $ condetming or condemnation, in 
alluſion to that condemnation, which i is amon 
men. Again, condemnation is either in reſpec 
of nilt or puniſhment; both of theſe are in- 
2 ed in it. God condemns the finner, how? 
why? | 5 
1. He bs nim to be bu [ty of that which 
rhe law charges againſt him, forthe law faith, 
thus and thus, ner, thou haſt offended, ſuch 
| a_—_ have been omitted by thee and” ſuch 
have been den cel, ſuch ſabbaths 
have rene Tay, fuch mercies have been a- 
ſuch offers of life and ſalvation 
have W deeded by thee, Well then, faith 
God to the ſinner, Ades doſt thou fay to this 
charge that is brought i in againſt thee by my 
holy aur? Is it true or falſe? Canſt thou den 
it! P 2 Ry excuſe canſt thou make for 2 } 
Alaſs! 


U 
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ronounce ae to 5 _ Tay 2 75 7 
0; for upon. NN guily, 1725 law. pleads upon | 
another, ſentence, vis. for t Mil, . of the 

incur- 2 | 


Penalty t . God hy 

9 7 t de n r;: Ah! 
really wee bn es 5 
ee of it. If we conſider it 


fre offices yntoj ee, 
15 CAT as 7, be 1 ui of one judgment... 
| bs on 485 wir men; 10 Cone nnal ion; even, 1 7 
| 1 7 0 one the: Tee gift came upon, al, 1 2 = 
155 FLY cation of life: and according to the ie-.. 
5 we have it in Mark Xvi. 16. ee 
2 75 lieyeth a is baptized. ſhall be- faved, EE 
5 he. that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
Theſe are the two things which make up "the. | 
condemnation 3 in my text, guilt and death; from 5 
5 15 belieys FER in Wi 822 way 4 
ey neither ty, nor 
a ſentence of eternal 25115 be paſſed againſt 
them; their. guilt” taken away by "their | 
Fed ſurety, ſo that tl * believer 1 * 
; 7560 Tun FERRED. i 
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nations that forget to cel God. 


cCerni 


muſt be 2 1585 10 the 12780 e 
| tion. 


$ 15 Hat 1 * 
former at 
F Ev 33. S 
rence . 


e Gi, 2 ts Tat ry refer 
to the Flier,” And is cor ace up on FT 
former ; we have” already oken à litt! 


the entence = e The. 
ſtate of condemflation io the” finners endurin Mi 
- the rate of vindicti ve juſtice, and my for 
ever. Now neither of theſe can Pelong 1 
* are in Chriſt Jeſus, not the Rente dee 
2 Juſtifled, Ho 1 rh noe ons is, tet they 
J. or! or. whom he ies 
he Ne Pres hr k bly both; Ye 90 


mint kidelom Mk a ſtate of Be 

450 be af e ee = 
d, „there is now no co emnationt 

whith are in Chi! 1 SRL: 


iſt! fus, Ea . 
nd 1 5 cinaltion, wi th fe 


„ut 

ſpect to the Rancdee, are both nes only t 
dendtes what is pole tive, 
negative." Now th e a oltle” having 


gone 
and che 15 what 15 | 
ferred ne 


Te op 
and what 


Bat. is 


emna-. 
, There is now 0 e 12 


pole 1 fajd, ck mall not be ee nel 
hereafter, nor 1 lie under tliat puniſhment; in hell, 
which wilt be the portion of all unbelievers . 
« The wicked ſhall be turned into” hel, and all the 


* af the 4\; . 


if - ion. 
E e 


ca 


that he had forkethis 


in Me Tiſti 
ane conſequential u pon 1 tion, 


Indeed the negation in the text is 00 abſo- 
jute and expreſs, chat there cannot be the leaſt 


doubt of the truth and reality of it, yet as to 
; FRE application of i it unto a perſon” s ſelf, there 


may 


2.5 


— — . — F— 


| 3 1 
may be many doubts ariſing in his mind. But as 
to the thing itſelf, there is nothing more certain; 
we have it not only aſſerted in this text, but 
alſo in many other places of holy writ, as in Ihn 
itt. 18. He that believeth on him is not condemned, 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cauſe he hath nut believed in the name of the. on 
begotten Son of God.” John v. 24. Verily, veri 
. { ſay unto you,” —(our Lord would have believers 
fully convinced of this moſt precious truth, 
and therefore preſſeth it with affeveration upon 
aſſeveration, and gives his own authority for it,) 
* he that beareth my word and believeth on him 
that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſpall not 
come 1n10. condemnation ; but is paſſed from death unto 
life.” If we look narrowly into the text we will 
find à double argument for the non-condemna- 
tion of believers ; the firſt lies couched under the 
illative particle zberefore. *©* There is therefore 
no no condemnation to them who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus.” Expoſitors differ as to the meaning of this 
particle. Some will have it to have a reference 
to that which went before, from the 1 5th verſe 


of the firſt chapter, and to be a concluſion 


drawn from all that had been tau ht before. 
Others limit it to ſome ſpecial part of the 25 
tle's foregoing diſcourſe in this epiſtle, and ſo 
apply it to what he had laid down in the 3d, 4th, 
and 5th chapters, where he inſiſts upon juſtifica- 
tion; and having proved at large, that believers 
are juſtifyed through the imputation of the 
N ee of Jefus Chriſt, received by a faith 
of divine operation, and from this their bleſſed 
Nate; he here infers that there is no condemna- 
tion to them. Others make rhe principal head 
in the reference to lic 5 the 7th chapter, 2 


1 1 ä 
ally in the cloſe of it. The apoſtle there thanks 
| God who had delivered him from this body of 
fin through Chriſt. He faith, with his mind (that 
is, his renewed part) he ſerved the law of God; 
and with the fleſh (that is, the unregenerated 
part) he ſerved the law of fin. From this he 
draws the concluſion, that, there is now no 
condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus.” _ 
Again, the non-condemnation of ſuch as are 
in Chriſt Jeſus may be proved, from their juſtifi- 
cation and ſanctiſication. | 
1ſt. From their juſtification. The perſon who 
is juſtified cannot be condemned, for juſtification | 
and ſanctification are contrary to each other; there 
being in juſtification an acquital from guilt. How 
can this conſiſt with the condemning of one as 
guilty, or becauſe guilty > This would be a plain 
contradiction. It is with law contraries as it is with 
phyfical ones. Upon the ſuppoſition of the one 
there muſt needs be the excluſion, or negation of 
the other. Now juſtification and .condemnation 
are contrary to each other. The apoſtle argues 
upon this in the 33d verſe of this chapter, 
% who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? Surely there muſt be charging before 
there can be condemning. Now there can be 
none of this to the true believer, becauſe, it is 
God that juſtifieth.” The believer being juſtifyed 
by God, is freed from condemnation. He that 
will not acquit the guilty, will not condemn the 
righteous; for both are an abomination to the 
Lord. Prov. xvii. 15. Now the juſtified perſon 
is a righteous. perſon, and will. the righteous 
Judge condemn a righteous perſon ? Surely not. 
But in order to the better underſtanding of 
this, let us caſt our eyes back into the ſame 
” Dy oo 2 £44. > 000006 


. 1 
epiſtle, and ſee what the apoſtle there lays down 
concerning juſtification. He. faith, and this is 
the main poſition on which he doth enlarge in 
_ all the following diſcourſe, Herein is the righ- 
teouſueſs of God revealed from faith, to faith.” chap. 
i. 17, © Even the righteouſneſs of God which is by 
faith in Chriſt Feſus. unto all, and upon all them that 
believe. And in chap. iii. 24, 25. Being juſ- 
tified freely by his grace, through the redemption. 
that is in Jeſus Chrift : whom God hath ſet forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteouſneſs ; the remiſſion of fins that 
are paſt, thorugh the forbearance of God; therefore 
being juſtified by faith wwe have peace with God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Now it theſe 
ſcriptures are duly confidered concerning juſtifi- 
tion, we will find that the apoſtle had juſt ground 
to infer that there is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
2. The non-condemnation of thoſe who are in 
Chriſt may be proved from their ſanctification. 
Such as are in Ghrit are ſanctified; for, where 
ever there is union with the Son, there is ſancti- 
fication by the ſpirit; now ſuch as are ſanctified 
Mall never be condemned. Rev. xx. 6.“ Bleſſed 


pool 


fication, there ſhall be mo condemnation ; for up- 
on this, the power and dominion of fin is taken 
away; vigorous reſiſtance is made againſt it: the 
bent of the heart is for God; there is the partici- 
pation of the divine nature; the image of God is 
7 ne 3 2 g A YM . | renewed 


* # 4 


8 IF + % & *\ 


„ 3 
renewed in the ſoul, the believer in Chriſt is in 
rt reſtored to that original rectitude which he 
| had before the fall; from all which the ſanctiſied 
erſon is ſecured from condemnation. The Lord 
| bach ſuch a love and regard for his grace, that 
none ſhall periſh eterbalfy who have it. Grace 
merits nothing; yet it is a ſecurity from the 
greateſt evil. Nothing can Tave where. grace is 
not, and nothing can condemn where grace is; 
ſo that believers in Chriſt being juſtified and ſanc- 

— tified, are above the reach of condemnation. — 
Theſe axe the two great pillars on. which the 
therefore, in the texts is built. 
3. Again, the text affords another ground of non 
condemnation, and that lies in the object itſelf. 

There is no condemnation to them who are in 

Chriſt Jeſus. Why ſo? Becauſe they are in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Theſe words are not only deſcriptive of the 
N to whom this ineſtimable privilege belongs, 
ut they are argumentative, and contain a. reaſon 
or proof of the things ſpoken: of; this expreſſion 
intimates that near as  indiflolvable union that 
ſubfiſts between Chriſt and believers. ——Can _ 
E their be condemnation where there is ſuch an 
union? Surely no; for by this union believers 
have an intereſt in all that Chriſt hath done and 
5 ſuffered; they have a right to the all of Chriſt; 
N his n i 5 rrection, and aſcenſion. 


A 


r 
u 
Upon .this the apoſtle. triumphs moſt gloriouſly 
inthe 33 verſe, * who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's ele.” . There he ſeems to chal- 
lenge all inferior accuſers, and bids them do 
their worſt, he hangs out a flag of defiance to all. 
who will attempt to . condemn, any who are in 
Chriſt; God himſelf will not condemn; them; 
for he juſtifies. Ii is God that juftifieth : and lie 


* 


3 


cannot condemn and juſtify the ſame a for 


he hath declared, that he hath accepted Chriſt's 


| ſatisfaction m AY in behalf of the believer; and he 
atisfied and yet condemn. » Again, 


will not be 
Chriſt will not condemn them, for his great defign 


was to prevent condemnation. This was the very is 


thing he had his eye upon in his great and ble 


ſed undertaking: Yea he, is ſo far from doing it 
himſelf, that he will not fuffer it to be done by. 


any other. Sin ſhall not condemn any .who are 
in Chriſt, for that is expiated by the blood of 


Chriſt, and pardoned by an offended God. It is. 


condemned itſelf, and a condemned thing, ſhall 
never be a condemning. Again, the law cannot 
condemn ſuch as are in Chriſt, for it is fulfilled 
by the ſurety, and ſo cannot be 2 proper judge. 
el des, believers are not under the law, but un- 
der grace, and therefore cannot be condemned by 
a TI e to whoſe jurisdiftion they do not belohg. 
Fn all which it is evident, that there is not, 
that there cannot be any condemnation to them. 
who are in Chriſt Jefus.. 

To conclude, at preſent, pray that the 


may enable you by the power of his grace to ac- 
. 1 is offered to Joby the glo- 
ing goſpel, that ſo you may be 


cept of Chri 
rious and everlaſti | 
delivered from 4 


te of condemnation, .. and 


brought into a Tate 0 Sree and Raps 
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THERE, 1s THEREFORE. Now "ou CONDEMNATION | 
10 THEM WHICH ARE IN bn ve W 


14 5 's 
: 1322 
7 


V TE. 8 a Wenbpeble Jeet of Paul, 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in the 
34 chap. of the Phil. 8th and gth verſes, «Tet 
doubtleſs, and I count all things but boſs, for the ex, 
cellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jeſus my Lord: 
for whom ] have ſi offered the loſs, of all things, 4 7 
do count them but dung that I may win Sree | 
be found in him, not having mine own Tighteouſh 105 
which is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Chrift, the righteouſueſs do hich is of God by 


Faith; “ and ays he, in e C beine. | 


ans, I determine to know nothing among you, 
fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified” and this 


his excellent purpoſe, he more fully opens up in 
the 1oth verſe of the forcited 3d. of the Phil. 
c that I may know him and the power of his re- 


ſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings 


being made conformable to inis death.” Theſe 
indeed are the ſum of chriſtianity. That Jeſus 


was delivered for our on and raiſed again for 
Our 


. 


+ 


our juſtification. Our 


2 


of death to expiate their fins, and having by his 


ſufferings given full ſatisfaction, he aroſe again, 
and they thereby obtain deliverance from the 
hands of the great judge. For, as his death is 
their payment in full ſatisfaction for all the de- 
mands that the law of God could make upon 


them, ſo his reſurrection is their diſcharge, and 


a publication of it to the world. The apoſtle's 


| 


Our Lord Chriſt, as ſurety for 
the elect, was, in their room, laid under the arreſt | 


| 


converſion was ſo ſtrange and wonderful, and the 


grace of Chriſt manifeſted in it, that from the 


peculiar impreſſion he thence received, it is obſer- 


vable, that he delights to ſpeak of nothing more, 


than union to Chriſt. By this he meaſures his 
own felicity, and the felicity of thoſe whom he 


loved in the deareſt manner. In 1 Cor. xv. 8. 


He ſpeaks - of himſelf, © as one born out of due 


time,” becauſe Chriſt was ſo late ſeen of him; 


\ 


and reckons it as the great honour, and advantage 


of others that they were ſooner converted to” 


Chrift than he was himſelf; and that they were 
believers in him when he was a perſecutor, and 


* 


blaſphemer; as if he ſhould ſay, O happy beyond 
all expreſſion are they who were ſooner reſcued 
from, a ſtate of condemnation, waſhed, juſtified, 

and ſanctified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 


Having in the preceeding diſcourſe introduced 
myſelf to theſe words; I obſerved that they are 


a complete propoſition, viz. That there is no 
condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus.” _ 


For method through divine aſſiſtance I propo- 


poſed in the __ 


tions. 


my 


Secondly, 


Firft place, to make a ſow | preliminary obſerva- 
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_ that union 


to the churches 
in Chriſt ;” which may be underſtood of the body 


K 1 

Secondly,— Deſeribe the nature of the privi | 

ge here aſſerted, viz. deliverance from condemmati, on. 

Thirdly. Inquire what it is to be in Chriſt 
Kier ; or, ſhew how perſops may be ſaid to be i in 

Chriſt Jeſus. And 

F ourthly, —Make fome Practical improvement 
bs the ſubject. 

We have already, Sage through the 1 two firſt ge | 
neral heads in the method, an | thall now procegd 
tothe conſideration of the - 

Third, Which was to enquire what it is to be in 

Chriſt Jeſus ? In general, to be in Chriſt Jeſus, 

Har is between Chriſt and believ- 
er, through the ſpirit and faith. To be in Chriſt, 
is to be ingraſted, incorporated, and united to | 
him. In fine, it is the ſame as to be a real chriſ- 


tian. Some are in Chriſt only externally; they 
enter into his church by baptiſm, and partake * 
the ordinances of his inſtitution, together with his 
; peaple. They bear his name, and make a viſible 

2 eſſion of belonging 


to him; of whom our 
rd ſpeaks, when he ſays, of his fathers deal- 
g with his followers, every branch. in me that 


beareth not fruit he taketh away; and again, if 


a man abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a 


5 branch, as what appeared, or, for a time was 
taken by men to be ſo; but was not ſo in truth, 
nor accounted as ſuch by the ſearcher of hearts. 


Thus, when the apoſtle mentions his being known 
of Judea, he adds, © which were 


of profeſling . chriſtians there, as diſtingnifhed 
from the Jews. They were faid to be in Chriſt, 
as owning themſelves to be his followers, altho 
there might be many unſound profeſſors among 
. and altho under cſlion of 1 
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bad no faving intereſt i in him. „They are not 
all Iſrael who are of Iſrael.” T here are tares as 
well as wheat in Chriſt's field here below. Fool · 


iſh as well as we . in Chriſt's houle.— | 


"I EE 


of this bang A But that which pe a per- 


ea! into God's covenant is, an act of free, rich 


and ſoyereign grace from all eternity. All that 


are ſavingly intereſted in God's S of rich 


and free mercy, were choſen in Chriſt from ever- 
laſting. Ephe. i. 4. According as he hath 


choſen us . him .befo + the e 10 of the 
3 e 50 of God doth, 75 3 
take apply this covenant grace for the quick- 
ning, Ber oning, Julifying, . — ſanctifying of 

them. .; He: ſhews is covenant, 48 


them into 12 and 2 to them their intereſt 


in it; but this is only. the privilews. of true be- 
lievers. 


in the language of ſcripture are members 
his body, of his fleſh, and of his Lees and he 
that is joined to the Lord, is ſaid to be * one 
ſpirit” with him: and this is the being in Chriſt 
which is here meant, which is peculiar to believ- 
ers, and none elſe. Concerning whom, he ſays 
that, they dwe in him, 20d bein them, | 
Novy a union that ſubſiſts between Chriſt and 
the believer, is variouſly expreſſed in the holy 
1criptures. It is ſometimes expreſſed by believers 


being. Chriſt, * the text, and many * 


4 4 * 
5 . 


Some Kage F in Chriſt by vital union, and 3 


N. — — — We — — — - PFE . 
—_— k N 
. * 22 "A 
. — 524 . . ᷣͤ . ES I - 
= I = - . — — —— —— * — — ——U— — 
* : N £ 
* 


2 

5+ 8%. * 
PE =: 

1 3 
r n 


— 
EIS 
— 


N 


— 
a — ene 
* 


5 
FE 
nh: 


* 
75 
Ti» 


lievers, as in 2 Cor. xiji. 5. 1 


ts, Chriſt in you the hope of glory. 
10. © And if Chriſt be in-you, the boch is dead be- 


4 | » : 5 i | | 8 . 5 £5 a 5 nn 2 | * ; : ; 3 4 5 } - 
F 4 Aud th 
know tha 


t the Son of God is come, and hath given 
us an underflanding that we may know him that is 


true, and we are in him that is true, even in his 


VVV 
any man be in Chriſt, he is @_new creature, old ' 
things are paſſed away, behold all things are become 
new.” 1 Cor. i. 30, But of him are ye in Chrifl, 
Feſus ; who of God is made unto us wiſdom, and 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redemption.” — 
This union is alſo expreſſed by Chriſt being in be- 
| 2 Cor. x am Des, Sc. 
Know ye not your ownſelves, how that Feſus Chi f 
is in you except ye be Tens Col. I. 17, „ 70 
zwhom God «would make known, what is the riches of 
the glory of this myſtery among the Gentiles; which 
ope 0 — 50 And Romi. viii. 


cauſe of fin, but the ſpirit ig life becauſe of righteouſ- 


neſs.” This union is alſo repreſented by believers 


abiding in Chriſt, and Chriſt abiding in them, 
as in Jo. xv. 4. Abide in me and I in you, as the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf," except. it abide in 


| the vine, no more can ye except ye abide in me.” 


1 John iii. 24. Aud hereby 206) know that he abi- 


detb in us, by the ſpirit whith he hath given us.” — 


This union is alſo deſcribed by Chriſt living in 
them, as in Gal. ii. 20. Nevertheleſs T live; yet 
not I, but Chrift liveth in me: and the life' which I 
now live in the fleſh, Ilive by the faith of the Son of 
God, ho loved me and gave himſelf for mne We 


judge it altogether needleſs to ſpend more time in 


ving this point, viz. That ſome perſons are in 


ro 
Ehlitt, or that there is a bleſſed union between 


Chriſt and believers. All that we intend at pre- 
ſent is, to endeavour in ſome meaſure to * 


— 
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es 14 to che time or ie len 1 17 ip . 
Tp 16th 43 


es of this Chap. then the 
gas 5 fuller 
1 55 and of the father being in 1165, of their 
ing in Chriſt, and he being in them, than eyxer 
- ad before, and that knowledge will be per- 
6 ed in heaven. Now as it was with the apoſ- 
es, ſo is with all believers, in their peta under 
Sb the ſame holy ſpirit; by, theſe they 
- know. in part, hereafter ths c« ſhal know even | 
as they. are known.“ Our Lend Jeſus Chriſt takes ; 
hold of their ſouls, by his quickning ſpirit, re- | 
„ N "and. ſanctifying them, and begetting faith 524 
: Them, by which they receive him and conſent 
; ſaying thine are We, O David, and on 
85 8 n of Jeſſe.” Thus, by the ſpirit 
Iſt's part, „ and faith on theirs, the bleſſed 
union is OE © up, by which the 8 are ſaid tobe 
in him, that is true, even in Chriſt Jeſus, par- 
takers of a divine nature, from the introdu „ 
of which, both he that ſanctifieth, and they ae : 4 
ate ſanctified are all of one. Now in order to the 
bettet ce of this union that ſubſiſts be- 
een, Chrift and evers; we may ft. Mention 
awe of the ſcriptural reſe Aan by which it 
is deſcribed, and 1 OM, a ho of its ex. 


Ge Aae 1 Tn 5 Ns 
51 1 5 * | * 2 4 c nl ; Then 2 
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. 
1. Then, we ſhall mention a few of the forts: ith 
tu al: W by which it is deſcribed ; = 


and the 
* 1}, 13, that of 2 huſband and wife. The con- 
Jugal relation i is à very near union. If we look 


into the firſt inſtitution of marria ze, we ſhall find 


a deep foundation of oneneſs laid there, as in Gen. 


i. 23, 24. And Adam faid this is now bone of 


my b one, and fleſh of my fleſh, the ſhall be cal- of 
led 70man, becauſe ſhe was taken out of man.” — 
Pherefore ſhall a man leave bis father and 118 


. and cleave to his wife; and they all be- one 
fleſh,” Now Chriſt and; believers and iii the ſame 


conjugal relation to each other. He ij is their hu. 


band, they are his ſpouſe. They are eſpouſeckt to 


Chriſt tlie one huſband. ee Thy > Maker” is tHine' 
huſband, the Lord, of hoſts is his name, the God 
of all the. 8 rth ſhall he be called. : Their on 
is Hephzibah | and Beulah. : II. txt. 4, 

«© Thou 17 7 5 more be tertned; forſaken,” TY 
ther ſhall t more by termed deſolate; 
but thou ae elle . ah, and thy land 
Beulah, for the Lord delighteth in | thee | und thy 
land ſhall be married: for as 4 young mat mar. 
rieth à virgin, ſo ſhall thy ſstis marry thee, and 

as the bridegtoom r ejoiceth over the whe 
ſhall thy God rejoice over thee.” Thea p6ftle i 
ſerts the marriage union between Chriſt. "and be- 
lievers in the fulneſs of it, in Eph. v. 7 
30, 31. S0 ought men to love. 1 50 75 8 
their own bodies, he that loveth his wife, loveth © 
himſelf, for no man ever yet hated. his own fleth, 
but nouriſhet and cheriſkerk i it, even as the The 
the Church; for we are members of his body, of 
his fleſh and of, his bones; for this cauſe ſhall a 


man leave ** father and mother, and ſhall be 
Join- 


* 
* * 


£ WY -:-. | 
joined unto his wife; and they two: ſhall be one- 
fleſh.” Well, ior * all this? thè apoſtle adds, 
«« This is a great myſtery, but I ſpeak concerning 
Chriſt and t Ee Church.” As if he had ſaid, do 
not miſtake me, although I have ſpoken” much : 
concerning that union, that is between the hiſs 
band and wife, according to its primitive ihſtitnu- 
tion; yet that is not the principal thing that 1 ai 
at; Th ave a higher union in view thatt that; viz. . 
that ſpiritual union that is between Chriſt and the 
Church. For as the huſband and wife are ane, 
_ Chriſt and believers are muck more ſo. Te 
Secotid reſetnblarice © is, that of the head My M1 
| Een ge In che body natural, there is A near 
and cloſe union; for they being pe together,” 
make up one and the faine body. Now Chriſt 
254 the believer ſtand in the fame relation 0 
Get ther in the body myſtical. Fe is the head 
they, are the ſeveral mem bers belong! to that 
head, Col, i, 18. © He i 5 the ende che body, 9 
the church. * God hath given Hirn thy be head - 
over all things unto the church, Khich is his 
body, the fulneſs of him that flleth alt in alk”. 
It hath pleaſetl the father, that f him ſhould. 


all fulnefs dwell. All grace is in ui There 
is juſtifyin g and pardoning race, fa! 9 
adopting grace K. f him. There is evet 


in him that is, ſufficient for enriching, 5 | 
ners in time, and through 0 | Ages. - and he 
diſtributes his grace as fee as the ſun ſcatters 
his beams through the Ev and invites all'the 
ſons of men to come and ſhare of his goodneſs. 
As i in, Iſa. IV. 1. 4 Ho every one that thirſteth . 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no mo- 
ney; come Ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy 


wine and mil without money and without price.” 
And 


( 32 ) 
And in Rev. xxii. 17. The ſpirit and FE hride- 
ſay come, and let im that eareth ſay, come, 
and let him that is athirſt come, and who- 
ſoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 
% Now. believers are the body of Chriſt ſt. and 
members in particular.“ 1 Cor. xii. 27. For as 
truly and nearly as the head and members are, 
united together, ſo truly is*Chriſt and believers. 
gly. Another reſemblance is, that of the root 
and branches. There is alſo, union here. :If! it 
were not ſo, how could the one convey life, ſap, 
and nouriſhment to the other? Juſt ſo it is with 
Chriſt and believers: He is the root, they are 
the branches. As in John xv. 5. © I am, the. 
vine, ye are the branches; he that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the fame bringeth forth 
N much fruit; for without me ye can de nothing. 
E Wee read alſo of being planted and ingrafted into 
| Chriſt. This is a metaphor in which the Giri 
; of God takes much delight. when deſcribing; t the 
; myſtical union between Chriſt and believers.— 
„ As in Rom. vi. 5. © For if we have been pla anted 
f | together, in the likeneſs of his death, we mall be 
I alſo in the likeneſs of his reſurrection.” We 
Ec þ| read alſo of being rooted in Chriſt. There i is a 
1 bleſſed reſemblance berween Chriſt and believers, 
=. and. the root and the branches, in pornt of union, 
and in point of influence. The root is united to 
the branches, and they to it; ſo is Chriſt to the 
believer, and he to him. The root conveys ſap 
to the branches, by which they live and are 
; nouriſhed ;- ſo does Chriſt. to the- believer. It is 
7 from Ein - that all the believer's fruitfulneſs 1 3s - 
| derived. Their grace and all the flouriſhing of 
8 it, is not owing to their on care and induſtry in 
Fa the uſual means, though theſe are ene e 
| at- 
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attended to; but to the 8 and grace of this 
. ſpirir of God, „ which worketh in them both 
ro will and to do; of his good pleaſure, For or 
themſelves they can do nothing, Without me,” 
ſays our Lord, (or, ſeparate from me,) 6 ye can 
do nothing. 

4ly. Another reſemblance i is that, between che 
foundation and the building. There is alſo union 
here; for in a building all the ſtones and tim- 
bers being joined, and faſtened together upon 
the foundation, make up one entire ſtructure: 
juſt: ſo it it here. Believers are God's building; 
_ Chriſt 1s the foundation of that building. 
Eph. ii. 20, 21, 22. And are built upon the 
foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus 
_ Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone ; in 
whom all the building fitly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In 
whom ye alſo are builded together, for an habi- 
tation of God through the ſpirit.” Theſe, words 
may be read as a command, —Be ye built up 4 
ſpiritual houſe ; for as a man builds upon the 
foundation, and Jays. the whole ftreſs of the 
building upon it, ſo the believer builds all his 
faith, hope and confidence, upon that ſure foun- 
dation that Jehovah, the eternal father, hath 
laid in Sion. Behold, (fays he) I lay in Sion, 
for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a pre- 
cious corner-ſtone, a ſure foundation, he that 
believeth ſhall not make haſte.“ And whoever 
have built upon him, they have been determined 
by the power of omnipotent grace, to commit 
the ſalvation of their precious and immortal ſouls 
into his hand. The promiſe is ſtill ſure.— 
« He that believeth in him ſhall not be confounded.” 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the 3 as well as the 
all- 
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all- ſufficient Saviour. There is no need for any 
other. Nor is there any need for him dyi ying 


over again; „for by one offering he hath for ever 
perfected ibem that are e Tanttified' All who are 
now in heaven were juſtified, and fanctified in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus. And all muſt be ſo 


who expect to follow. And we * aſſured that, 


c he is able to fave to the uttermoſt, all that come 
10 God through him, ſeeing be ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for them,” He is not a reed, but a 
rock of ſalvation. A ſtrong redeemer, as the 


ſeripture declares. Their Redeemer is mighty, 


the Lord of Hofts is bis name, the God of all the 


earth ſhall be be called. 


5ly. Another reſemblance is, that of meat.— 


That which a man feeds upon and digeſts, is uni- 
ted and incorporated with himſelf. Thus, it is 
turned into his own ſubſtance, and made à part 


of himſelf. So the believing ſoul feeds upon 
Chriſt, digeſts him, as it were, turns him, into 
his own ſubſtance; ſo that Chriſt becomes one 
with him, and he with Chriſt. John vi. 55, 56. 


For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed. He that eateth my fleſh, and 


drinketh my blood dwelleth in me, and 1 in 
him, Now, all this muſt be taken not in a lite- 
ral but in a metaphorical ſenſe. The eating and 
drinking here, is believing ; for ſo it is to be 
underſtood all along in this chapter. Upon 


which believing the union follows. Our Lord 
_ Jeſus Chriſt is wholſome and ſubſtantial food for 
the ſoul. This food quickens dead ſinners, and 


nouriſhes living ſaints ; and for all the vaſt mul- 
titudes that participate of this food, yet there 
is no want. Here is milk for babes, and meat 
for ſtrong men. This food is ſweeter than ho- 

1 ne. 


SF oo. te pe 


bey er the honey. comb, to which Chriſt nhakes 


ſinners of Adam's family welcome. Eat, O 
friends, (ſays he) drink, yea drink abuctlantly, O 
beloved.” My dear brethren, let me aſk you, 


have you ever as yet ©. zqfted ibat be Lord is 


gracious ?” Sure am I, if you have ever experi- 


* 


enced his goodneſs manifeſted to 1 


will be deſirous of enjoying more and mote of it 
and ready to fay, with thoſe in another caſe, 
© evermore give us this bread.” Lk 116, 30 


Me ſhall now mention a few of the excellent 


properties of that union which ſubſiſts between 
Chr end befievergi e 7 9. 95: | 


1ſt. It is a moſt honourable union. No title 


among men is comparable to that of being a 


member of Chriſt. This honour have all his 


faints. - Since thou waſt precious in my fight, thou 
Haft deen honourable, and I have loved thee';' there- 


fore wwill T give men for thee, and people for thy , 
life.” This cannot be ſaid even of angels them- 


felves. Angels are ſubje& to him, and are his 


willing ſervants; but are not ſtiled his body, as 
the church is. © Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt took 
not on him the nature of angels, but the ſeed of 


Abraham ;” and he ſtands in a peculiar relation 
to believers, as redeemed from among men, and 


myſtically united to him, © ſo that he is not a- 


Game to call them brethren;” for he hath prepared 


for them a city.” And in this city eye hath not 


ſeen, nor tar heard, neither hath it entered into the 


heart of man to' conceive what things the Lord hath | 


” 


prepared for them that love him. 
Aly, It is a moſt enriching union. It is that 
which brings the perſon into a N of 
Chriſt, as to all the bleſſings of his purchaſe.— 
The riches of Chriſt - unlearchable. Riches 


and 


— 


6. 1 e 
and honour. are with him, yea durable ' riches, and 
righteouſneſs.” He cauſeth them that love him, 
& 0 inherit ſubſtance.” And he hath promiſed 
6 zo fill all their treaſures.” He is ſaid to be 
full of grace and truth. Grace comes from him; 
and rivers of grace flow from his throne. Rev. 
xx. 1. And he ſhewed me a pure river of wa- 
ter of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God and the Lamb.“ He is the 
heir of all things; and he makes his people heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with, himſelf. All. 
things are yours, (ſays the apoſtle) whither Paul, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things preſent, or things to come; all 
are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
a or, iii 2, 25 Ain, 
zadly, It is a moſt comfortable union. No- 
thing can be wanting to their ſupport who are 
taken into it. They ſhall get grace here and glory 
bereafter. Every thing that the Lord hath ſeen 
needful for his glory and their good ſhall be be- 
ſtowed. He is a ſon and a ſhield, he will give 
grace and glory, and no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly. Indeed it is com- 
mon for them who are in Chriſt, to have a large 
.. ſhare of affliction. - © I will leave in the midſt of 
You a-poor and an afflitted people, and they fhall truſt 
in the name of the Lord, and ſtay themſelves on their 
God. Sometimes. the believer hath: the powers 
of this world to contend with, eſpecially if their 
commands interfere with the commands of God; 
as was the caſe with Daniel, the apoſtles, and the 
three Children; and in this cafe they may lay 
their account, to meet with rage and violence; 


for Satan being the god of this world, hath, by 
' Permiſſion, both the things and perſons of it un- 
. „„ „% - 


* 


. 5 
der his power. He pretends to be ſole maſter 
of it; as we ſee in the attack he made on the Son 


of God, in the wilderneſs. All theſe things, - 
< 


(fays he) will J give unto thee if thou wilt 
down and worſhip me.“ It is juſt and reaſonable 
that the ſervant be as his maſter. Well but a- 
midſt all this he hath ſaid, in me you ſhall have 
peace; and when they come to encounter with 
the ſwellings of Jordan, he ſtands by them, and 
bears up their head, that ſo they may not ſink 
below the ſtream. The believer is put in this 
' caſe to ſay, O Death where is thy fling! O 
grave where is thy victory] thanks he unto God 
who hath given me the victory through our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt.” Therefore an intereſt in him who 
is God's falvation, may alleviate all his people's 
afflictions, ſweeten every mercy, add a favour. 
to what they enjoy, and calm their ſpirits under 
the moſt afflifting diſpenſations they poſſibly can 
meet with while here in a preſent evil world. 
However matters may be with the believer, he 
has ſufficient comfort and «conſolation, when he 
is able to ſay, my beloved is mine and I am his.” 
I belong to him; am incorporated with him, and 
he who is my head, influences and governs the 
world, — is perfectly acquainted with my condi- 
tion, and able to ſave me from every thing that 
is hurtful to me, and knows what is the fiteſt 
ſeaſon to do ſo, and will be ſure to remember 
me, when that ſeaſon comes. And in the mean 
time, His grace is ſufficient for ne. O what con- 
ſolation may {pring up in the foul from ſuch 
thoughts as theſe !- Again, 
Aly. It is a ſublime union, and that, firſt, in 
reſpect to its nature, as conſidered in itſelf, 
Chriſt and a poor your of Adam's family made 


* 
one l O what an union is this! We hows: many 


unions in nature, and ſome very conſiderable; 
but they all come ſhort, and are but low in com- 


peariſon of chis: Next to the union of the three 


perſons in the ever blefſed and adorable trinity, 
and the hy poſtatical union of the two natures of 
Chriſt, the myſtical union is the moſt noble — 
Secondly, It is ſublime. in reſpect of its cauſe. 
The more ſupernatural a thing is, the more ſub⸗ 
lime it is. Now this union is entirely ſuperna-t 
' tural. What can nature be imagined to do for 
the bringing about of ſuch a thing as this? 
Surely, it is all owing to the ſupernatural grace 
of God; Of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, wha. 
of God is made unto us, wiſdom, and richte. 
ouſneſs, and ſanctification, and e | 
1 Cor. i. 30. 5 
Fly It is a real union; not a nominal or fanci- : 
ful thing. It is as great a reality, as any thing 
can be. It is often ſpoken of in ſcripture under 
a variety of ideas, and all of them point it out 
with the greateſt certdinty ; for as really as the 
members are united to the head, and the head to 
the members; the wife to the huſband, and huſ- 
band to the wife; the branches to the root, and 
the root to the branches; ſo really are belie- 
vers united to Chriſt, and Chriſt to them. No- 
thing in religion is real if this is not. Take away 
this oneneſs, and you take away all. Is not the 
union between God the Father, and God the Son. 
a real union? Surely none will deny this. Well 
this is as real, John xvii. 22 And the glory _ 
which thou gaveſt me, I have given, them, that 
they may be one, even as we are one.” Obſerve, 


it is “ one, as Wwe are one; but how ?, not as to 


any equality, but only as to yerity, Believers 


— 
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are not one with Chriſt, as he is one.with the 
Father, in reſpect to the manner of the union; 
but only as to the truth and reality of it. It is a 


higher union between the Father and Son, but it 


is as real an union between Chriſt and believers... 


6ly. It is a ſpiritual union, not a corpareal 
union, but a divine, inward, ſpiritual union. It 


is the uniting of hearts together in an impercep- 


tible way. And the bonds of this union are ſpi - 


ritual, namely, the ſpirit on Chriſt's part, and 


faith on the believers. * He that is, joined to 
to the Lord is one ſpirit.” When our Lord had 
been ſpeaking ſo much of it under. the reſem- 
blance of eating and drinking, he adds, It is 
the ſpirit that quickneth, the fleſh profiteth no- 
thing, the words that I ſpeak unto you they are 
ſpirit and they are life.” As if our Lord had ſaid, 
you muſt not imagine that I intend any fleſhly. 


or corporeal eating: I only mean ſpiritual eat- 


- 


ing. and drinking by faith. 


7ly, It is a near and intimate union. The per- 


ſons here concerned, are not only ſimply united 
to each other, but nearly and intimately. This 
union is ſo near, that we know not how to con- 


ceive of it, far leſs how to expreſs it; we may 
borrow ſome light here and there from the ſcat- 
tered unions of nature to illuſtrate it, but in point 
of nearneſs they all fall ſhort of it. Believers are 
not only fleſh of Chriſt's fleſh, and bone of his bone, 
but they are one ſpirit with him. Again, they are ſo 
near to Chriſt, that they may be. ſaid to be a 
part of him, nay, ſuch a part of him that he, 


as head and mediator, without them could not be 


complete; for, as thus conſidered, they are his 
fullneſs. Eph. i. 23. The fulneſs of him that 
filleth all in all.“ Again, this union is ſo gs 
„ | OG | that 
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that they have both ofie and the ſame name.— 
Chriſt's name and title is given to them, as in 
1 Cor. xii. 12. For as the body is one and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many are one body; fo alſo is Chriſt.” 
The apoſtle there mentions Chriſt myſtically, not 
Chriſt perſonally, compare Jer. xxiti. 6. And 
. this is his name whereby he ſhall be called, TRR. 
LorD ouR RicHtEoUSNEss,” with Jer. xxXxiii. 
16. © And this is the name wherewith ſhe ſhall 
be called, THE Lord our RicauTtEoOUsNEsSs.'— 
The wife, upon her marriage union, loſes her 
on name, and is called by her huſband's ; juſt 
fo 1s it here. He, that is Chriſt, ſhall be called 
The Lord our Righteonſneſs ; and ſhe, that is the 
Church, ſhall hkewiſe ' be called The Lord our 
Righteouſneſs, Here are ſuch a communication of 
names as ſhews, that though Chriſt and believers 
are not one ſubſtantially, yet they are one really. 
Sly, and laftly. It is an indiſſolvable union. 
Chriſt and the believer are ſo firmly joined toge- 
ther that none ſhall ever be able to ſeparate them ; 
not all the powers of hell, with all their united 
ftrength, ſhall ever be able to disjoin or ſepa. ate 
one foul from Chriſt. , And herein lies a parti- 
cular and tranſcendent bleffedneſs of that union 
above all others among men, for theſe may all 
ceaſe. The members may be ſeparated from the 
head, and the head from the members; the. 
tender huſband may be ſeparated from his loving 
wife. The ſuperſtructure may be broken off 
from the foundation. The ſoul may be ſeparat- 
ed from the body ; but the myſtical-union ſtands 
faſt for ever. Chriſt and a gracious ſoul can 
never be ſeparated. God hath joined them tg- 
gether; and what he hath joined together no 
£7 44 185 man 
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nan ſhall ever put aſunder. There are two 1 
ing things with the ſaints, their unction, and 
| their union. Their unction abides. The, anoiut- 
ing which you have received from him, abideth in 
Hou, as in 1 John ii. 27. and their union alſo a- 
bides, for it follows,“ and ye ſhall abide in him. 
In the cloſe of the viiith chapter of the Rom. 
the apoſtle gives a challenge to his adverſaries, . 
« Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of God?” 
He informs us, none ſhall be able to do . 
$0, who ſhall ſeparate believers from their union 
with Chriſt ?- None ſhall, none can. Poflibly 
the effects of it may for ſome time be ſuſpended, | 
but the union itſelf neither is, nor can be diſ- 
ſolved. As in the hypoſtatical union, there was 
for a time, a ſuſpending of the comfortable in- 
fluences of the divine nature from the human, 
in ſo much that Gr Lord cried out, My 
God! my God! why haſt thou forſaken me! 
Yet, notwithſtanding all this, the union between 
| theſe. two natures was not in the leaſt diſſolved; 
ſo in the myſtical union, the effects of it may 
ſometimes be reſtrained, but the union itſelf 
abides firm and inviolable.” Death itſelf, altho? - 
it be the bane of all other unions, ſhall never 
put a period to this. May the Lord God grant, 
that his good ſpirit may bleſs this diſcourſe, by 
making it a mean of uniting ſinners to Jeſus 
Chriſt. And if you be now united, O may you 
find the bond of union growing ſtronger and 
ſtronger every day, until death perſect it; ann 
heaven continue it in | endleſs ee Anim.” = 
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F we ſearch the holy (5 tures we ſhall and 
| that they ſpeak of a. Ich eld union. 
1. The union of three perſons in one nature. 
2. The union of two natures in one perſon. 

3. The union of erſons,. where boch perſons 

and natures are diſtinct. a 
I. There is the union of three erſons in one 
nature. This is the Trinity, where we have 
three perſons united in the Godhead, The fri- 
nity in unity, and the unity in trinity. One in 
three in, reſpect of nature, and three in one in 
reſpect of perſonality. This is that ineffable, , 
incomprehenſible union which is between che 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
ſame common nature of the Godhead, of which 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 John | he Pens There are 
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are 
One. This i is a myſtery to be admired, not 
| Z 4 
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to be fathomed. A myſtery too deep for the 
plummet of ' reaſon Dogan and that perſon 
who would go about by reaſon to comprehend it, 
is as fooliſh as he who would attempt to put the 
oc n a Dn IT of 
2. There is the union of two natures in one 
perſon. This is called, by divines, the hypoſ- 
tatical union, or the union of the two natures of 
Chriſt, both making up but one perſon, We may 
thus conceive of it: it is the ſubſtantial, ſuperna- 
tural conjunction of the two natures in Chriſt; 
the divine aſſuming the human, and giving it 
ſuch a ſubſiſtanoe in itſelf, as that both make up 
one perſon, and yet ſo as the being and properties 
of beth natures are preſerved entire. . 
3. There is the union of perſons; where yet 
perſons and natures ate diſtinct; and this is the 
myſtical union that is between Chriſt and belie- 
vers. And after all you have heard concerning 
it, in the preceeding diſcourſe, in order that you 
may not miſtake the nature of it, be concerned, 
my dear brethren, to remember that there is 
union, but no tranſmutation. Here is the union 
of perſons, but not a perſonal union, 
1. Here is union but no tranſmutation. Be- 
lievers are united to Chriſt, but yet not ſo, as 
that they are changed, or transformed into the 
eſſence or being of Chriſt, ſo as to be chriſted 
with Chriſt, as ſome too boldly ſpeak, or that 
he, viz. Chriſt, is changed or transformed into 
the eſſence, or being of beſievers. No; we are not 
to entertain ſuch a thought as this; for Chriſt is 
Chriſt ſtill; and believers are but creatures ſtill, 
notwithſtanding of this union. Although they 
be nearly and really united, yet both keep their 
natures diſtinct, 3 are the ſame after this uni- 


x on, 


| ß 5 
en, as they were before it. As it is in the per- 
ſons of the ever bleſſed and adorable trinity, 
there is union but no confuſion. They are eſſen- 
tially one, yet they have their perſonal properties, 
and diſtinct ſubſiſtances. And as it is in the two 
natures of Chriſt; they are in a near union, they 
make up but one perſon; yet for all this they 
are diſtinct. The godhead is not turned into che 
manhood; nor the manhood into the godhead. 
They are united, but neither transformed nor 
eonfuſed. We may take a lower reſemblance of 
it. In man, there is a near union between ſoul 
and body; and they, united together, make up 
the man; yet, upon this union, the ſoul is not 
turned into che body, nor the body into the na- 
ture of the ſoul. They are are not confounded, 
although united. They ſtill retain their eſſence 
and properties diſtinct. The ſoul is the ſoul 
ſtill, and the body is the body ſtill. Juſt ſo-it is 
in the union between Chriſt and believers. 
2. There is the union of perſons, but not a 
perſonal union. And there lies the difference be- 
tween the myſtical union, and the hypoſtatical 
union. The hypoſtatical union is perſonal, but not 
of perſons; and the reaſon of this is, becauſe in 
bi Chriſt there are two natures, but there is but one 
} | ſon. There is this nature, and that nature 
in Chriſt, but not this perſon/ and that perſon, as 
Wi ſome erroneouſly affirm. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
_ did not aſſume the perſon of man, but the nature 
of man into his perſon. But in the myſtical uni: 
on it is otherwiſe. Here is the union of perſons, 
but not a perſonal union. We ſay in the myſti- 
cal union, there is the union of perſons. The 
perſon of Chriſt is united to the perſon of the 
believer, and the perſon of the believer is united 
8 | 5 » * 8 , to 
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to the perſon of Chriſt. In the marriage union 
it is, perſon joined to perſon. So is it alſo in the 


myſtical union. Now, if it ſhould be aſked ho- 


a believer may be ſaid to be in Chriſt? We an- 
ſwer, it cannot ſo properly be ſaid that he is in 


the graces, comforts, or in che gifts of Chriſt, 


as that he is in Chriſt himſelf. 80 that this is 
an union of perſons, but we ſay the union is not 
perſonal, for th then Chriſt and the believer would 
properly and phyſically make but one- perfon.— 
And then it would be fo many believers, fo 
many Chriſts; and fo the believer woulc have no 
ſubſiſtance but in Chriſt; as the human nature of 
Chriſt hath no fabfiſtance, but what it hath in the 


godhead ; and thus the believer would alſo have 
merit in what he did. Therefore we muſt conclude 


that, although there be an union of perſons, yet 
it is not a perſonal union; and they, notwith- 
ſtanding of this, remain diſtinct perſons. This, 


as I formerly 5 is. a myſtery, a | very | 


great myſtery. Look up to God that he may 
bleſs: you with his: ſpirits which is the ſpirit of 
wiſdom, and revelation in the knowledge of 


— 


Chiift: Jeſus, that ſo you may be led into the 


: ſeorets of the covenant, and a — of the 
myſteries of the: kingdom. f | | 
__- - Raving: formerly explained the words of the 
text, I obſerved thar-they were a complete prov 
poſition, viz. That there is no beg re 
to them who are il Chriſt Jeſu s. 
For method, we N en ia ee 
Firſt place, td make a few preliminary e obſer 
vations: S "MH 
_-- deeondly, —Defcribe the Mur of che 1 
ee here ie vir. daliveraur un condemnation. 
e 4; G-$6:; - Thirdly, 
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' Thirdly, —Enquire what it is to be in Chriſt 
Jeſus; or, ſhew, How pies may be 124 to o be = 
in Chriſt. 
F durthly. To make ſome pradtcal improve- | 
ment of the ſubject. | 
We have already gone th rough the doctrinal 
part, and ſhall now, through divine affiſtance, 
proceed to the laſt general head in the method, 
which was, the improvement; and this fubſe& 
may be improved in the following order : el 
Iſt. In an uſe of information. 
244; Of trial and examination. and, 
357 Of exhortörtion. 
This ſubject 97 be improved in an uſe of 
information, = 
1ſt. Then, we may obſerve, that believers & 
Jeſus Chriſt, have a complete ſecurity againſt 
the dreadful conſequences of death, however they 
may be afraid of them while here. It is no un- 
uſual thing even for believers themſelves to be 
afraid of death, and the diſpleaſure of God, 
eſpecially when they conſider the power of in- 
dwelling ſin, and how often they are put to the 
worſe by it. Therefore it is no wonder that they 
cry out, with the apoſtle, O wretched" man 
that I am! who ſhall deliver me from the body 
of this death! | Death, the kin af terrors, ſome- 
times looks with ſuch an av aſpect, that the 
very thoughts of his approathitig., is enough to 
overwhelm us with fear. The apoſtle informs 
us of ſome; who, © through fear of death, were 
all their life time fubje& to bondage.” Well 
then, how may a poor ſoul be delivered from the oy 
fear of death? Why, here is the antidotez— 
Chriſt hath yore through the valley and ſhadow 


of death. He hath broken the ſtrength, and 
bw pulled 


thy ) 

pulled out the ſting of that formidable and all 
conquering enemy, by his death and reſurrection 
from the dead; he hath ſhewed that death is not 
the end of our courſe, but a paſſing into a ha 
py immortality. Hence he far iſes that wholh: 
ever believeth in him, though he were dead, yet 
hall he live; and again, he ſhall not be devoured 
f. death and the grave, but he will . 0 25 _ 
up at the laſt day; Chriſt has 

through death; and become the ps ge of rho 
that ſleep.” Had Chriſt paſſed into heaven before 
he died, as Enoch and Elias, we had wanted 
the great pledge of a future immortality; but 
Chriſt, as the captain of our falvation, uffered 
and died, and then entered into his glory; to 
aſſure us, that in this road we are to follow him 
where he is, that due may behold bis ꝑlory, for ſays 
he, . Father I will that theſe whom thou haſt given 
me, may be with me, that where'F am, there they 
may be alſo.” So that the believer: being delivered 
| mx thy a ſtate of condemnation, has no reaſon to be 
afraid of death. It can do no real harm. It is a 
chariot ſent from his father to carry him to the 
manſions of bliſs, prepared for _ By? his elder 
brother, John xiv. 2. 6 
2. Hence ſee that eng every fin in irſelf 
deſerves God's ' wrath and curſe, and altho 
believers be much harraſſed, and often foiled y 


corruption, yet having now by faith fled into. 


_ Chriſt,” the city of refuge, and thereby be 
tified, "they => Ane from the e ; 
5 law, and the condemnatory ſentence thereof, and 
ut into a ſtate of ſalvation, and abſolute freedom. 
om the penalty of the covenant of works, which 
before they lay under. For there is now: no con- 


Amoi to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. They 
8 are 
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are now piled from death to life; and ald wer f 
fee death, vig. eternal death. John v. 24. e- 


rich, toatily 1 fay unto you, he that heareth my word, 


and believeth; on'him:that ſent me, bath everlaſting 
life, and ſhall not come into condemnation, but is paf- 
fed from death unto Aff. g cl 2 
3. Hence ſee tlie miſery ;-of all who. have ndt an 
intereſt in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The elend is 


not fo bright towards Iftael, but it is as dark to- 


wards the Egyptians. The text is not more full 

of comfort to believers, than it is of terror to un- 
belieyers. Here is che very marrow and ſweetneſs 
of the goſpel: for the one, and here is. alſo the bit- 
ter gall and wortnwood of the law for the other. 
There is no condemnation to them who are in 'Chxiſh, 
Whar ſo ſweet}: ſo comfortable! well; but there 
is nothing but condemnation, to them who; dre 
not of Chriſt. What more dreadful! and lat. 

mentable ! my brethren. are ye chriſtleſs graee· 


| Teſs; unbelicving ſinners ? do not deceive your- 


felves. This freedom from | condemnation, be: 
longs not to yon, The apoſtle dotht not ſay, 
thtre is no conuamnution, and ſo breaks off; no; but 


- that none might preſumptuouſly .apply this great 


bleſſing to themſelves, to whoni it doth. not ber fr 
kbngj be mentions theſe, who are conceradl im it, 


ah they: are only ſuch+as are in Chriſ Aeſus r 


My brethren, ye who are cut of Chriſt be /aſſu- 
red, thefe is nothing but eondemnat ion tom u. 5 
You are condemtied>already in the ſentenee of ths 
law, and it will not be long till you be ſolemniy 


condemned, by the ſentence: of the great judge; 
unleſs you believe in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo wan wf. 


lievers, ſo many condemned perſons. And if ſo; 


is ĩt nothing to you to be condemned |. O:what-a 


dreadful word is condemnation. _ The very 


AY 
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thought 
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thought of it is enough fo qtrike us with fear and 


trembling. Put all the diſtreſſes of a pteſent evil 
world together, one condemnation would down- 
weigh them all. O the woeful ſtupidity and 
ſecurity of ſinners out of Chriſt !- the curſe of Gd 


hangs over them, wherever vhey: gos and what- 
ever they put their hands to. They are no bet- 


ter than condemned men; and yet how merry, jovi⸗ 
al, and unconcerned are they: what a fad ſpecta- 
dle is it to ſee à poor malefactor that is condemn- 


ed by man, and to be executed in a few days; 


altogether unaffected with his ſituation, and 
{pending that ſhort time he hath to live, in eating, 


drinking, and making merry, with thoſe who are 


under the ſame condemnation? Ah finners !. out 
of Chriſt, this is your ſtate! nay, yours is much 
worſe, for you are under a worſe condemnation, 
even the condemnation of the great God, the 
judge of the quick and dead; and that is to die 


eternally; and yet how undmindful are you? you 
pleaſe the fleſh, take your fill of ſinful pleaſures, 


live a merry life, nothing troubles: you. Now 

my dear brethren, if this is your character, I 

would adviſe you to take the few following things 
ſeriouſly into conſide ration. 


1. That God himfelf will be your judge, and 


will paſs the condemnatory ſentence upon you. 
It is awful to be arraigned and condemned at the 


bar of man, but how much more terrible will it 


be, to be arraigned and condemned at the bar of 


God? What a vaſt diſproportion is there, between 
many of the crimes, the judge, the ſentence, and 


the execution O ſinners, when you ſtand before 


this judge in order to receive your ſentence, will 
you not tremble ? The majeſty, the ominiſcience, 

the omnipotence, and the righteouſneſs of this 
1 . | judge 
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and is this all nothing to you? or becauſe he will 
not immediately judge the world himſelf, but im- 


deſpiſed, and rejected? he muſt be his judge, whom 
he would not have to be his Saviour. And in 


the malefactor at the bar. Matt. xxv. 31.— 


his majeſty ; no hiding any thing from him, ſuch 


his juſtice. What then will become of you, who 
are in your ſins, and out of Chriſt? At the tribunal 


ners. Rom. vi. 15, 16, 17. * And the kings of 


bond-man, and every freeman hid themſelves in the 
dens, and in the rocks of the mountains, and ſaid to 
the mountains and rocks, fall on us and hide us from 


F 
judge are ſufficient, to: ſtrike us all with fear and 
dread. There is no ſtanding before him, ſuch is 


is his omniſcience, no corrupting of him, ſuch is 
of this God, you muſt be tried, and condemned ; 


mediately by Chriſt hat man whom he hath ordained 
to this office, do you therefore imagine that your 
as. ava age leſs, or that your puniſhment will 
be the more ſupportable ? Alas! on the contray, 
will it not greatly increaſe the ſinners fear, that he 
muſt be ; judged, by him whom he hath ſo often 


what glory ſhall this judge appear, when the 
finner ſhall ſtand before him? you know the ſtate 
and ſolemnity of the bench, adds to the terror of 


„ When the ſon of man ſhall come in his glory, and all 

the holy angels with him, then ſhall he fit upon the 
throne of his glory.” To be tried, caſt, and con- 
demned by ſuch a glorious judge, and in ſuch a 


ſolemn manner, muſt indeed be terrible to ſin- 


the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and 
the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 


the face of him that fitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of his wrath is 
come, and who ſhall be able to fland ?” * 


- 


2. Con- 


5 2 Fl 
2. Conſider what this condemnation is. Thoſe 
| perſons are fearleſs becauſe they are thoughtleſs. 
If they would but ſeriouſly ponder the things of 
another world, it would be a mean of 3 
them from the many ſins that they are guilty of. 
Condemnation ! What is it? Why, in few. 
words, it is to be adjudged to eternal death. — 
Men condemn malefactors to die a temporal 
death; but God, the ſupreme judge, inflicts a 
reater penalty; his ſentence is to die eternally. 
e doth not condemn to a priſon, to an ax, or 
the gallows, Juſt to die, and fo end the matter; 
no, no. He ſentences to eternal death. Thus 
eternity fills up the meaſure of the wicked's mi- 
ſery, and makes it run over. In heaven there is 
an eternity of joy; and in hell an eternity of woe. 
To be miſerable as long as God ſhall be bleſſed; 
to be always dying, and yet always to live; to 
be always drinking the bitter cup, and yet the 
cup ſtill to continue full; to lie under the curſe 
and to ſee no end of it; and when millions of 
millions of years are over, all is, as it were to 
begin again; and the poor ſinner after all this 
time ĩs paſt, is juſt where he was at firſt; what 
tongue can expreſs, what heart can conceive the 
greatneſs of this miſery? 1t is everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion, from the preſence of the Lord. It is everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment ; it is everlaſting fire, and the worm 
that never dies; the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever ! 
O ſinners out of Chriſt ! what are your ſentiments 
of all this? Are you able to bear it? Alas! 
© who among us can dwell with the devouring 
fire?“ „ Who among us can dwell with ever- - 
laſting burning?“ This makes the ſinners in 
Sion afraid, and fills hypoctites with fearfulneſs; 
and will it not have be ſame effect on — 
4 OT | | - 
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ned perſon, and ſay, is not this rig 
A thou not procured, all this to — Is not 


5 


: who- have not an intereſt in Chriſt, 0 Gots Hl : 


e . 
3. Sonßder, chat the en ſanebngt 


once paſt, it will be irreverſſ ble, and irrefif- 
tible. There is no. reverſing of it, for as the 
curſe is intolerable, ſo. the ſentence is irreverſible. 


1 All the ſinners entreaties will avail nothing. 


The time was when he would not hear Chriſt, 
and now Chriſt will- not hear him. The ſeaſon 
of grace is now over; once condemned and ever 
condemned. There is neither appealing from 
the Judge, nor repealing of the ſentence. We 

y it is alſo irreſiſtible, for as ſoon as it is paſt 

riſt will have his officers by him Who will 
put it into execution. His guard and retinue of 


angels ſhall be ready to receive his orders. — 


Theſe reapers ſhall gather the tares and bind 
them in bundles to burn them. And who ſhall be 
able to oppoſe them? The judge, among the 
Jews, was to ſee the offender puniſhed before his 


eyes; ſo Chriſt will not only paſs ſentence, but 


he will alſo witneſs the execution. Theſe mine 
enemies that would not that I ſhould reign over them, 
bring them forth and ſlay them before me. When 
men .condemn, God can fave ; but. when God 
condemns, who can deliver? 

4. Conſider, that the unbelieving finer will 


not only be condemned by God, but alſo by him- 


ſelf. Self-condemnation will accompany God's 
condemnation. And when the poor finner is on 


his trial, conſcience will accuſe him as well as the 


law, and condemn him as well as the judge. 
And as ſoon as the Ls ge ſhall have paſſe * 


tence, conſcience will fall upon the — condem-. 
teous? Haſt 


this 


A 4 


* 
. 5 * 
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this the fruit of thy ſin ) Wie read, at the great 
day, there ſhall be che opening ef the books, 
Rev. xx. xii. * Aud I ſaw the dealt full and great | 
Paul before God, nnd "the * books "wore opened, a 
another” book toas' bpb, which'is the bo of life; 
and the dead were" judged out” of thoſe things" bj“ 
were written in the books Accor h¹ to their works* 
Theſes books are eſpecially tw; che bock of 
ſcripture, and the book" of conference! As to 
the Ht; -wicked- men keep it Mut as fſt as poſ- 
ſible they can while here; but at that day, 

will open it to purpòſe and finners ſhall be obli- 
ged to look inte tt; aud read over the ſins 
their lives written there in very legible charac- 
ters. Now, iffy-gear' brethren,” bs” concerned'to 
remember theſe” things} for as ſure as God is 


righteous, ſo fue are you to be Condemned if 


you remain ſtrangers to Chriſt, God's ee | 
Well, but how” midny great and: highly en ; 


vated. your ſins atid prcaticns Again, 
may be, yet beware" of deſpairing. The God 


with who we have to do is a mieteiful God. 
He' declares, that he Bath no pleaſtre in the death 


ua finntr'+ Turn 9e, zurn ye, why tuill ye die, O 


buſt of Iſrael ! Let il wwicbel forfukt his tec, ind 
the unrighteous mas his «thoughts, und let him return 


unto the Lord, and he will have. mercy upon him, 


and ro our God; for he will abundantly pardon; or, 
2s it reads in this original, he will mutiply to par- 
abn. There are 4'tmiiltitude of mercies with him 
for the pardoning of the multitude of our 1255 
Bee He is rich in mercy; The whole ea 

is full of it. It is great above the heavens, and 
extends to all the ages of time, and runs over to 
A bleſſed eternity. O then, ler fin be condemned 


in . and by _— 'A condetmnaroty ſentence 


muſt 
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muſt either paſs upon the fin, or upon the fin- _ 
pers and is it not far better, it ſhould paſs upon 

our ſins by yourſelves, than upon your perſons 
by the offended judge ?. Beware then of living in 
the practice of any known ſin, or in the neglect of 
any known duty; and pray that God's grace may 
be ſufficient for you, that he may keep you from 
being tempted to ſin, and ſuppert and deyrer 
you when you are tempted. II | 

Second. thing in the improvernent mn 0 
of trial and examination. 

1, Then, are they, and they only, ahbe per- 
mlt to whom there is no condemnation, namely 
ſuch as are in Chriſt Jeſus; how nearly then, 
doth it concern every one to examine themſelves 
whether they be in Chriſt Jeſus ? My brethren, 
apply i it to yourſelves; aſk yourſelves one by one, 
Am I in Chriſt jeſus? It is the unſpeakable 
1 of ſome to be in him. — Well, then, am 

one of them? Wbat is this myſtical union to 
me, if I am not a partaker of it? You ought to 
be very inquiſitive about it, for the great and 
comprehenſive, bleſſing in the text depends upon 
it. If you are not in Chriſt there is nothing but 
condemnation to you; and if you are in Chriſt, 
there is 0 condemnation,” no not ſo. much as 
one ſingle condemnation to you. Be concerned, 
then, with the greateſt diligence and faithfulneſs, 
to examine yourſelves about this, ſays the apoſ- 
xle, 2 Cor. xiii. 35. Examine yourſelves whi- 
ther you be in the faith, prove your ownſelves, 
know ye not your ownlelves, how that Jeſus 
Chriſt 1 is in you except ye be reprobates. — 
Now, in order to aſſiſt you in this great enquiry, 
whither you have that union with Chriſt which 


will effectually ſecure you from this moſt ink = 


"I. 
- 


ful condemna atior n 


— 6 p 1 „ 
hen, union 1 Chriſt is . Eicher natural, 
or ſpiritual. There is a natural union with Chriſt 
conſiſting in oneneſs with him, in reſpect to one 
of his' natures, for. he. having aſſumed the nature 
of man, and united it to the godhead, in conſe- 
quence of this, whereſoever the nature of man is, 
there is union with him in this reſpect. We 
have already opened up the ſpiritual union, err 
is brought about by the ſpirit and faith, 
which the perſon is not only one with Chriſt, in 
reſpect of his hutnan nature, but he is one with 


him in a higher manner, as "alſo made a 


partaker of his divine nature, that is to fay, in as 
far as the image of God is d upon him. 
Now to apply this diſtinckion; the firſt of theſe 
unions is not ſufficient to ſecure a perſon from 
condemnation, for then all would be faved; even 
the unregenerated have that very nature which 


Chriſt aſſumed: but is this enough to free 's 


perſon from condemnation | ? Surely) no. It is 
true this natural union is very precious, and the 
foundation of great joy and comfort to believers, 
when they remember, that Chriſt, their glorious: 
Redeemer, hath matched with their nature, and 
is now wearing the ſame in heaven. He is bone 


of their bone, and fleſh of their fleſl. Foraſ- 


much then as the'children are partakes of fleſh and 
blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the 
fame.” Heb. ii. 14. He took not on him the 
nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham.” 1 — 
apoſtle ſpeaks of it as a very grea 

that ſanctifieth, and they who are — are 

all of one. Therefore we ſay, this union is 
| _ R ta believers, but to others who 
know 


4. * 
2 17 2 '7 . 
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C2 
know hothing.mofe than that Chriſt is man) and 
that he hath aſſumed their nature, what 3 
vail them) What is it though Chriſt took. our 
fleſh, if he doth not give us his ſpirit ). Mhar 
is it for him to be made like to us in our Frail 
nature, if we” be not _ like to him in fs 
holy im age. F ering bo; ns 
2% Union with Chriſt i is Either external and v vi- 
Gble, or internal and inviſible. The firſt lies in 
church memberſhip, they enter into the church 
by: 3 they partake of the ordinances” 4 
s appointment, together with his | 
Of theſe our-Lortt' ſpeaks im Johm xv. 45 oy 
kranth in mt\that beareth not i Be takeih away.” 
Here is the external union; for here is a branch 
that beareth no fruit; and yet it is in Chriſt: 
bow is it then in him? it muſt be underſtood, 
in reſpect of external and fpiritudl profeſſion; aud 
every brhuch that 'beareth fruit, he purgeth it thut it 
way bring ' forth more fruit. Here is the internal 
and ſpiritual union, that which is by real implan 
tation into Chriſt Now the queſtion. you 'vupht 
to ba putting 10 yourſelves, is;-whither: or not are 
you ſo in Chriſt, as to be ingrafted into him? for 
the former Withbin the latter will be but of little 
value. It is indeed. a great mercy to be a member 
of the viſible church now, but this will not ſecure 
a perſon from oondemnation. If it be only exter- 
nal union with Chrift here, it will notwithſtandin 
be eternal ſepatation from Him hereafter. The 
things being premiſed, the main queſtion is, whe- 
ther tlie union between Chriſt and you (my dear 
brethren) be external, or internal: and that you 
. may in ſome meaſure be capable to give an an- 
freer to it, be exhorted in the firſt place, ſertoully 


to © conſider the double bond of the myſtical union. 
a Becand- . 
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Secondly; take a vie of forns cying riptaret 
that lay down marks concerning irt. 
1. Then enquire whether you have the e, 

for that is the bond-of this union on Chtiſt's-pare. 
It is a fact beyond all diſpute, that none can be a 
partaker of this union that are not partakers of the 
ſpirit of Chriſt. The great apoſtle of the Gen 
tiles lays it down very exprefly, If any man hure 
not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, via. heis 
none of thoſe” who are ſavingly united to him, and 
the perſon who would deſire to know, if he hath 
tbe ſpirit, muſt examine what he feels of the fav- 


ing operations of the holy — on his ſoul, ande 
] 


theſe are various; ſuch as, illumination: Ha 
he is called“ the fpirit of wiſdom and revelation in 


the knowledge' of Chriſt,” he e hence he 


is called the ſpirit of life. He ens dead ſin- 
ners, and comforts living . Well chen, 
what experience have you of his quickening and 
comforting influences ? have you been quickened 


by him, er you were dead in treſpaſſes and ſinss 


Have you been comforted by him? Be aſfured, 
chat his conſolations are ſo ſtrong, that they fur- 
niſh the ſoul with ground of unſpeakable joy in the 


darkeſt, and moſt cloudy day. Hab. iii. 17, 18. 


Although the figtree wall not bloſom, neither 
ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive 
ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield nomeat, the flock 
ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be 


no herd in the ſtalls; yet I will-rejoice in the Lord, 


Iwill joy in the God of my falvation.” The joy 
that ariſes. to the ſoul from this is deep ! ! your 
heart ſhall ever live. It is re md your joy no 
man taketh from you, yea, it is ſuch as cannot be 
fully expreſſed, Whom e not ſeen ye love, 
in whom although now ye ſee him not, yer believ- 
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| him,, and carries on: that deſign on earth, for 


in me? Am I a ſincere believer? Have I heartily 
| ing goſpel? Have I built all my hope, and truſt, 


is wrought by the almighty power of God, which 
purifies the heart, overcomes the world, and 


yet not be ſavingly united to Chriſt. The devils 


| themſelves acknowledged, Matt. viii. 29. And 
behold they cried out, aging what have we to do 


( 
rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glo- 
Another operation of the holy ſpirit is con- 
Waben. The promiſe: is, he ſhall convince the 
world of ſin. By doing this, he leads ſinners to 
Chriſt the provided Saviour, and unto God by 


which Chriſt died, and is now employed in hea- 
ven. By his werful influence, the moſt ſtub . 
born and rebellious veſſel of mercy is made willing 
to be the Lord's, and ſubmit to his diſpoſal ſay- 
Ss «Behold we come unto thee, for thou art the 
15 our Gods“ and with Thome my Lord, 
y God.“ Again, 

_ | Examine yourſelves „as, to the. other bnd 
of this union, viz. faith. Aſk yourſelves in ſecret, 
how the caſe ſtands with you, as to this moſt ex- 
cellent grace? Say, is this precious grace wrought 


cloſed with Chriſt, according to the offer that is 
made of him to me, in the glorious and everlaſt- 


in him for time and eternity, who is the fure 
foundation laid in Sion? Have I that faith that 


works by love? or have I only an hiſtorical, and 
temporary faith? My dear brethren, do not de- 
ceive yourſelves. You may have both theſe, and 


themſelves have the firſt ; they believe and trem- 
ble. James ii. 29. They believe that there is a 
God, and that Chriſt is the Son of God,” as they 


with thee, Jeſus, thou Son of God, art thou come 
WE: to torment us before the tune ?” Our Lord 
ſpeaks 


J%*ͤiIT! in a are BBK. 2 


a conmening:the\ ſecond, incthe, para of 
the ſower, Matt. xit. 21. © Yet hath he no root 


in himſelf, but dureth for a while, for when tribu- | 


lation or perſecution ariſeth, becauſe of the word, 
by and by he is offended.” The perſons endued 
with this faith, may have ſome good purſes 
and defires, but they are ſoon overpowered, by 
unmortified corruption, and the force of temp- 
tation; and when this is the caſe, they ſtumble 


and fall off from all their former profeſſion of 
religiob. But the faith that unites to Chriſt, is 


a ſaving grace wrought in the ſoul, by the ſpirit 
of God, whereby the perſon receives Chriſt with 
particular application of him unto himſelf, as his 
prophet, prieſt, 'and king: and relies upon him 
and his righteouſneſs alone for juſtification and 
ſalvation. This faith aſſures us of the reality 
and worth of eternal and inviſible things, and 
produces a ſatisfaction and aſſured confidence, 
that God will infalliably perform what he hath 
promiſed. The believer is as confident of them 
as if they were before his eyes, and in his actual 
poſſeſſion. Heb. xi. 1. Now faith is the ſub+ 
ftance of things _ for, the evidence of things not 
ſeen.” By this faith we are ſaid to be juſtified. 
Rom. v. 1. A perſon is ſaid to be juſtified by 
faith, nor formally, as if it were his righteouſ- 
neſs, or the meritorious cauſe of his juſtification 

before God; but only inſtrumentally and rela- 
tively, as it is the hand of the ſoul that apprehends 
and applies the righteouſneſs and blood of Chriſt 
which only cleanſeth;from all ſin, and renders 
the perſon acceptable to God. Thus I have 
iven you a ſtort deſcription of that faith which 
is the bond of the myſtical union on your part. 
I ſhall now mention a few trying ſcriptures. — 
. ER = | Furſt 
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ledge? Why, by our being new creatures. The 


are ftrangers to it. It is that new creation that 


When I was as blind and as „ rept creature, as 
of 


Lord hath ſhined into me, fo that J ſee what I 


kections were entirely fer upon che world. f 


Firſt is 2 Cor. v. 17. Therefore Funy mart be 
in Criſt, he is a new creature: ol Tee Fane 
away, behold all things are become new.” | What'a 
lass is this for every one of us to ſee our faces 
in! The thing to be known is our being in 
Chriſt, and how may we attain to this know- 


apoſtle ſets it down indefinitely, in order he might 
reach every perſon. This new creature is one of 
the greateſt riddles in chriſtianity to thoſe who 


the ſoul is the ſubje& of in the work of conver- 
ſion. A converted man is quite another perſon 
than he was before. Well then, let me aſk you 
what acquaintance have you got with this new 
creature? Canſt thou ſay as in the fight of God, 
it is not with me as it hath been? The time was, 
ever lived, in the things of God, but now the 
never ſaw before; and I ſee in another manner 
than I bid before. The time was when I could 
curſe and ſwear, take God's name in vain; pro- 
fane the ſabbath, and ſo on. But I dare not for 
ſoul live ſuch a life now. The time was when 
fin and I agreed very well, but now my heart 
riſes at it. I hate it not only as it is ruining to 
my precious ſoul, but alſo as it is diſhonourable 
to God. The time was when my heart and af- 


looked for no other happineſs than what it could 
afford, neither did I deſire any other; but now 
I count all things but Joſs for Chriſt : I ſee no- 
thing but a God in Chriſt can be a ſufficient por- 
tion to my precious and immortal foul. The 
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and through eternity. 


( 62 4 
All who are ſaringly united to him, thatt bring \ 
forth fruit, good fruit, and plenty of it, fruits 
meet for repentance,” The fruit is unto hotneſs, 
where the efid is everlaſting life. Herein, (fays 
Chriſt) is my father Slot tied that ye bring forth 


| much fruit.” 


I now come to the laſt ting in the improve. 
ment, which Was an uſe of exhortation. Fe: 0 

1. Then, to you wha are in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
fo are Fs" TE condemnation, be exhorted- to 
be thank fuf unto God for this Unſpeakable' blef- 
ing Admite his love and grace. What ! 10 


cohdemnatiqn $-= not one chudenination? N Wo | 


deſerved: millions of condemiiations, yet 1 not 0 
_ Us one conflettination "againſt, vou. Are 
rexdy to cry out with” the Pſalmiſt, id, 

BER the” Lorth, "O'my* ſoul, und 25 chat it 
Hired up to 1 60 1 his holy name. 2. 
Let, this, vont dignifled privilege” be a | 
incentive to gratefu bediente. Are you ſec 
from condemnation'! =what:' manner bert 
ſhould you be in all holy co Ferlerion?“ How 


ſhould you differ from others ere; ho ſhall LY 


_— differ from them hereafter ? 55. 
ou who are ſtrangers to Chriſt, be ex- 

br to pray that the lire of the living God 
may open Your underſtandings to conſider how 
dangetous vo condition. and fituation i is. 1 
that his grace. my be fufficient for you, to di 

ofe your hearts to ſeek the knowledge of your 
intereſt in Chriſt, and enable you to wait until 
his love be ſhed abroad in your hearts, and then, 
you will have reaſon to rejoice in God, in time 
And that this may be 


your rfl xperients, let us be carneſt in 
prayer | 


2 


„ 3 


pn yer fob it; gone may he who fitterh upon. the 5 
chrone of heaven hear and anſwer. _ 5 
look down in merey, O thou Almighty, and 
F 1978 Saviour, upon us. Hearts are open, all 
deſires known, and no, ſecrets. are hid from thee. 
 Enaþle every one of us to form a right judgment 
fat we have heard; and. do thou exert thy 
try power to convince thoſe of their guilt 
x and danger who are not in Chriſt Jeſus. O be 


pleaſed to put it into their hearts to ſeek an in- 


tereſt in him. Teach them, O Lord, that there 
zs no ſalvation in any other. Diſcover to them 
both the fin and danger of truſting to any other 
foundation, than that which thou haſt laid in 
Sion. And ſeeing Jeſus is to come to be glori- 
ſied in his ſaints, and as we know not how near 
this awful event may be, O may it be our pri- 
vilege to be found at his right hand, to hear the 
almighty judge pronounce us bleſſed, and to en- 
ter into the joy of our Lord: there to praiſe Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit; three ſelf-exiſtant 
pPreſons in one Jehovah. To whom be honour 
and glor „ dominion and power, thankſgiving 
and praiſe, won, Ig Foe Fre, e N 
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